
MESSAGE NOTES


THE CHRISTMAS STORIES NO ONE TELLS:
One Child. Four Names. Endless Hope.

The Story of the Prince of Peace
4th Sunday of Advent, 2025


	“14For Christ himself is our way of peace. He has made peace between us Jews and you Gentiles by making us all one family, breaking down the wall of contempt that used to separate us. 15By his death he ended the angry resentment between us, caused by the Jewish laws that favored the Jews and excluded the Gentiles, for he died to annul that whole system of Jewish laws. Then he took the two groups that had been opposed to each other and made them parts of himself; thus he fused us together to become one new person, and at last there was peace. 16As parts of the same body, our anger against each other has disappeared, for both of us have been reconciled to God. And so the feud ended at last at the cross. 17And he has brought this Good News of peace to you Gentiles who were very far away from him, and to us Jews who were near. 18Now all of us, whether Jews or Gentiles, may come to God the Father with the Holy Spirit’s help because of what Christ has done for us.”	                      Ephesians 2:14-18 (TLB)

 
THE WORLD DEFINES PEACE AS:

	NO “_______”

	NO _________

	NO ______________


______ doesn’t come from avoiding _________; it comes from ______________ to the rightful rule of Christ.







ACCORDING TO SCRIPTURE, PEACE (SHALOM):

1.	IS A ________, NOT A ________.
“…Christ himself is our way of peace.”  
								
“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives.”						                             John 14:27 (NIV)

2.	DOESN’T _________ WHAT _________ US
“He has made peace between us Jews and you Gentiles by…breaking down the wall of contempt”               	

“If you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother or sister has something against you…first go and be reconciled.”				        						     Matthew 5”23-24 (NIV)

3.	IS NEVER _______
“And so the feud ended at last at the cross.” 					           

“This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you.”			        						         Luke 22:19-20 (NIV)

4.	CREATES SOMETHING ______
“…He fused us together to become one new person…” 				           

“There is neither Jew nor Gentile… for you are all one in Christ Jesus.”								         		         Galatians 3:28 (NIV)





This Week, Prayerfully Consider These Questions:
· Where have I asked Jesus to comfort me but not govern me?
· What wall am I hoping God will ignore instead of tear down?
· What am I holding onto that keeps me from wholeness?


Memory Verse
“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” Isaiah 2:6 (NIV)
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THE WORLD DEFINES PEACE AS:

	NO “NOISE”

	NO TENSION

	NO DISAGREEMENT


PEACE doesn’t come from avoiding CONFLICT; it comes from SURRENDERING to the rightful rule of Christ.







ACCORDING TO SCRIPTURE, PEACE (SHALOM):

1.	IS A PERSON, NOT A CONCEPT.
“…Christ himself is our way of peace.”  
								
“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives.”						                             John 14:27 (NIV)

2.	DOESN’T IGNORE WHAT DIVIDES US
“He has made peace between us Jews and you Gentiles by…breaking down the wall of contempt”               	

“If you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother or sister has something against you…first go and be reconciled.”				        						     Matthew 5”23-24 (NIV)

3.	IS NEVER CHEAP
“And so the feud ended at last at the cross.” 					           

“This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you.”			        						         Luke 22:19-20 (NIV)

4.	CREATES SOMETHING NEW
“…He fused us together to become one new person…” 				           

“There is neither Jew nor Gentile… for you are all one in Christ Jesus.”								         		         Galatians 3:28 (NIV)





This Week, Prayerfully Consider These Questions:
· Where have I asked Jesus to comfort me but not govern me?
· What wall am I hoping God will ignore instead of tear down?
· What am I holding onto that keeps me from wholeness?


Memory Verse
“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” Isaiah 2:6 (NIV)
